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                          GROUP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
There are many ways that groups can help support the youth that we serve in our facility and in the community.  Here are just a few to consider:
Seasonal Celebrations
It is often difficult for children to spend holidays away from their familiar surroundings.  Think about holidays or seasons that are often forgotten…Throw a theme party for Valentine’s Day, Easter, St. Patrick’s Day, Fourth of July, etc.  Bring along decorations, food and anything else that will make the event a special time for our youth.  Decking the Halls of Covenant House for the Christmas season is always a great way to spread holiday cheer!
Adopt-a-Room in the Shelter
Your group can redecorate and refurnish a bedroom, common room or office space in the shelter.  This fun project may include furnishing new bedspreads, curtains, wall borders, lamps, pictures, and other décor that would create a warmer and more home-like atmosphere.
Rooms to Go
Several of our residents have household needs as they leave the shelter and begin a new home for themselves.  We would match your group with a specific resident/family and you could help them with items for a room in their house, like their kitchen or a bedroom. You could also gather furnishings for our general use to give out to residents as they leave our program.
Project Suds
Collect regular or travel size hygiene supplies for young men, young women and children entering our shelter or stopping in for services. Facilitate a toiletry drive at your work or meeting site to collect soap, shampoo, conditioner, brushes/combs, lotion, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, laundry detergent, etc. 
Helping Hands
Put your hands to work for us as you garden, paint, clean and refurbish.  At Covenant House, our maintenance crew can use groups to help with their never-ending projects.  Do you have a knack for hands-on work? Do you love to garden or do landscaping work? If so, call us to see how you can make this place shine and sparkle for the kids who call Covenant House home.
School Days
Help one of the kids staying here be proud and ready to start a new school year in the fall. Sponsors can provide backpacks, a new outfit, binders, pencils, notebook paper, etc. to start the school year off right! Your group can either go on a shopping spree together or take up a collection to purchase gift certificates. Sponsoring a senior to help with prom, graduation, ring & dues would also be helpful.
Special Santa
Every year at Christmas time, we are blessed by generous people like you in the community who volunteer to provide gifts and food for the children we serve.  Help us out this year by agreeing to sponsor our children for Christmas.  Simply call Covenant House to request the “wish lists” for youth in different age groups and deliver the gifts to us in December.  
Wardrobes That Work
Clean out your closets and fill ours!  So much of what is donated to Covenant House Missouri is stained, torn or unusable for our young people who are attending school, working or looking for employment.  Coordinate a group at work or church to provide office-appropriate clothing for our job-seeking teenagers. Larger sizes are especially in demand.
Events/Entertainment
Organize recreational, cultural and educational opportunities for the young people staying in our shelter.  For example, our kids always appreciate free haircuts, makeovers, tickets and/or transportation to sports events, movies, museums, concerts or plays, dinner or any other activity that would provide a stress-free environment and change of scenery.  Parties or barbeques for the kids here are also big hits! We also could use help escorting our youth on outings or supervising them during activities that are already planned by our staff.
For more information about any of these volunteer opportunities or if you have fun ideas of your own, please call our Volunteer Coordinator, 
Kathleen Davis (314) 450-7670 email kdavis@covenanthousemo.org
